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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

With Blessing of the Animals
October 4,2026 +10:30 a.m.



Welcome to St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church
St. Margaret's is a warm place to renew faith in God, care for one another,
and thrive in a diverse, LGBTQIA-affirming and inclusive community.
Visitors, please fill out a CONNECT card hanging on the backs of the pews.

InPerson or Online, There’s a Place for You Here
St. Margaret’s worship services are livestreamed for our online congregation. By participating in this service,
you acknowledge that you may be visible on live or archived video. If you are uncomfortable about the
possibility of appearing on video, please see an usher to be reseated in a more private area.

About the Season after Pentecost
The long season after Pentecost, affectionately known as the “green season” thanks to the liturgical
color of vestments and paraments, and as "Ordinary Time"” in other traditions, is an extended
outworking of the Christian life and the implications of our baptism into the life, death, and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. The season concludes on the last Sunday after Pentecost when we celebrate the Feast
of Christ in Majesty before the new liturgical year begins a week later with the first Sunday of Advent.

Land Acknowledgement
We gather at St. Margaret's on land that once belonged to the Nacotchtank people, who were
forcibly removed from their land by white settlers and devastated by diseases they
introduced. We recognize that this loss is not distant history, and the ongoing legacy of
colonization continues to adversely shape our communities. We grieve their loss and repent of
this history. We vow to carry forward the Nacotchtanks' legacy of respect for the land, the
waters and all of God's creation. May our stewardship reflect gratitude, justice, and care; and
may we live in right relationship with the earth and one another.

Prayer Requests

Scan the QR code below to submit your prayer requests so that the intercessor may read them aloud during
today’s service.
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Leading Worship Today
October 4,2026

CELEBRANT The ordained minister leading the service

PREACHER The minister (lay or ordained) who leads a reflection on how the appointed
Scripture speaks to us today

DEACON The ordained minister or deacon candidate who proclaims the Gospel and sets
the Eucharistic Table

LECTORS The lay ministers who read the Bible lessons
appointed for the day

MUSIC MINISTER The person leading the music

VIRTUAL VERGER The lay leader who serves as a kind of holy stage manager, ensuring the
virtual worship service goes smoothly

ALTAR GUILD Those who care for the altar, vestments, vessels and altar linens of the
parish; prepare the sanctuary for services; and clean up afterward

VERGER The lay leader who serves as a kind of holy stage manager, ensuring the worship
service goes smoothly

CRUCIFER The lay leader who carries the processional cross
INTERCESSOR The lay minister who leads the Prayers of Our Community

TECH TEAM The lay leader who assists our Audio-Visual Technician in filming our service
and creating a welcoming virtual space

VESTRY REPRESENTATIVE The lay leader who serves on the Vestry and makes
announcements during the service

BREAD BAKER The lay person who prepares the bread, which we take, bless, break, and
share in the Eucharist

CHALICISTS The ministers (lay or ordained) who serve
The Communion wine

USHERS The lay people who distribute bulletins, collect the offering, and direct The
Communion procession

WELCOME TABLE STAFFER The lay person who sits at the Welcome Table to greet visitors
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We Gather in God’s Name

Opening Voluntary Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier, BWV 731 J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

The Welcome

Please stand in body or spirit and face the rear of the Nave, turning forward as the cross passes.

Hymn at the Procession For the beauty of the earth
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1. For the beau -ty of the earth, For the glo-ry of the skies,
2. For the beau -ty of each hour Of the day and of the night,
3. For the joy of hu-man love, Broth-er, sis-ter, par-ent, child,
4. For your Church, that ev - er-more Lifts its ho - ly hands a- bove,

5. For Your - self, O Gift Di-vine To our world so free-ly giv'n,
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1. For the love which from our birth O-ver and a-round wus lies:
2. Hill and vale, and tree and flow'r, Sun and moon,and stars of light:
_3. Friends on earth and friends a - bove; For all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
4,
5.
[

Of-fring up on ev -ery shore A pure sac - ri - fice of love:
For that love from which will shine, Peace on earth and joy in heav'n:
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1-5.Lord of all, to you we raise This our hymn of grate-ful praise.

The Opening Acclamation
The People's responses are in bold.

This is the day the Creator has made.
iAlegrémonos! Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

A Penitential Order for Creation

Presider

Dix

Because we view our lives in Christ through the forgiveness we receive from God, | invite us to begin

with this Penitential Order.
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Deacon
Let us confess our sins against God, our neighbors, and all Creation.

Silence may be kept.

Presider
We have forgotten who we are.

We have alienated ourselves from the unfolding of the cosmos.
We have become estranged from the movements of the earth.
We have turned our backs on the cycles of life.

We have forgotten who we are.

We have sought only our own security.

We have exploited simply for our own ends.
We have distorted our knowledge.

We have abused our power.

We have forgotten who we are.

Now the land is barren.
And the waters are poisoned.
And the air is polluted.

We have forgotten who we are.

Now the forests are dying.
And the creatures are disappearing.
And humans are despairing.

We have forgotten who we are.

We ask forgiveness.

We ask for the gift of remembering.
We ask for the strength to change.
Help us to remember who we are.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Savior Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.



Gloria in Excelsis Misa Margarita Papdakos

Literally meaning, “Glory in the highest,” this is a short hymn of praise to the Trinity. Its opening verse is based on
the song of the angels to the shepherds at the time of Jesus' birth, as reported in Luke 2:14. It is known as the
"Angelic Hymn.” It is also known as the “Greater Doxology,” distinguishing it from the Gloria Patri, the “Lesser
Doxology.” It dates from the fourth century, and was the canticle for the morning office in the Apostolic
Constitutions. The Gloria in Excelsis is typically used in Episcopal parishes as part of the entrance rite during non-
penitential seasons.
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The Collect of the Day

The collect is the prayer appointed for each day that “collects” or captures the theme of the day or season of the
Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for the day.

God be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

ALMIGHTY AND EVERLASTING GOD, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more
than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those
things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not
worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

We Proclaim and Respond to the Word of God

The First Lesson Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20

This reading is from the Old Testament (or Hebrew Scriptures), which Jesus knew and from which he often
referred or quoted.

A reading from the book of Exodus.

Then God spoke all these words:

| am your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall
have no other gods before me.

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above,
or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.
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You shall not make wrongful use of the name of your God, for God will not acquit anyone who
misuses my name.

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your work.

Honor your mother and father, so that your days may be long in the land that your God is giving
you.

You shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s spouse, or male
or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the
mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to Moses,
“You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said
to the people, "Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of God
upon you so that you do not sin.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
Thanks be to God.



All sing together

Psalm 19 Caeli enarrant

The psalms are poems from the Old Testament (or Hebrew Scriptures). They cover every mood of humanity's
relationship with God and one another.
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The heavens declare your glory, O God, *
and the firmament shows your handiwork.

One day tells its tale to another, *
and one night imparts knowledge to another.

Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,

Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.

In the deep you have set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.

It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.

Your law, O God, is perfect and revives the soul; *
your testimony is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.

Your statutes are just and rejoice the heart; *
your commandment is clear and gives light to the eyes.

The fear of you is clean and endures for ever; *
your judgments are true and righteous altogether.

More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, *
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.

By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.

Who can discern unwitting sins? *
Cleanse me from my secret faults.

Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me; *

then shall | be whole and sound,

and innocent of a great offense.
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Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, *
O God, my strength and my redeemer.

The Second Lesson Philippians 3:4b-14

This reading, taken from the New Testament, is typically from a letter (epistle) to the early Church, the Acts
of the Apostles, or the Revelation to John.

A reading from the letter to the Philippians.

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more: circumcised on the eighth
day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to
the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law,
blameless.

Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that,
| regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Savior.
For Christ Jesus’ sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as rubbish, in
order that | may gain Christ and be found in Christ Jesus, not having a righteousness of my own
that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from
God based on faith. | want to know Christ and the power of Jesus' resurrection and the sharing
of Jesus’ sufferings by becoming like Jesus in his death, if somehow | may attain the
resurrection from the dead.

Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but | press on to make it
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, | do not consider that | have
made it my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to
what lies ahead, | press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ
Jesus.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand in body or spirit.
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Hymn at the Sequence

All things bright and beautiful

"

Royal Oak

The sequence hymn moves us toward the summit of the Liturgy of the Word—the reading of the Holy Gospel.
Gospel means “good news"—specifically the “"good news of Jesus.
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The Gospel Lesson

Matthew 21:33-46

This reading is taken from one of the four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), which depict the life,
teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Savior Jesus Christ. We stand as we are able for the Gospel
reading to show the particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions.

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Christ.

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a
fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then they leased it to tenants
and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, they sent their slaves to the
tenants to collect their produce. But the tenants seized their slaves and beat one, killed
another, and stoned another. Again they sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated
them in the same way. Finally they sent their adult child to them, saying, ‘'They will respect my
child.” But when the tenants saw the landowner's child, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir;
come, let us kill them and get the inheritance.” So they seized them, threw them out of the
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vineyard, and killed them. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will they do to
those tenants?” They said to the landowner, “They will put those wretches to a miserable death,
and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give them the produce at the harvest time.”

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord'’s doing,

and it is amazing in our eyes'?

Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that
produce the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and
it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking
about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him
as a prophet.

This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Praise be to Christ, the Word.

The Sermon

At the invitation of the preacher, please be seated.

All stand in body or spirit.
The Affirmation of Faith Hispanic Creed

During National Hispanic Heritage Month, we confess our faith using the Hispanic Creed drawn from The United
Methodist Spanish Hymnal.

We believe in God, the Father Almighty
Creator of the heavens and the earth;
Creator of all peoples and all cultures;
Creator of all tongues and races.

We believe in Jesus Christ, his Son, our Lord,
God made flesh in a person for all humanity,

God made flesh in an age for all the ages,

God made flesh in one culture for all cultures,
God made flesh in love and grace for all creation.

We believe in the Holy Spirit

Through whom God incarnate in Jesus Christ

Makes his presence known in our peoples and our cultures;
Through whom, God Creator of all that exists,
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Gives us power to become new creatures;
Whose infinite gifts make us one people: the body of Christ.

We believe in the Church Universal

Because it is a sign of God's Reign,

Whose faithfulness is shown in its many hues

Where all the colors paint a single landscape,

Where all tongues sing the same praise.

We believe in the Reign of God - the day of the Great Fiesta
When all the colors of creation will form a harmonious rainbow,
When all peoples will join in joyful banquet,

When all tongues of the universe will sing the same song.

And because we believe, we commit ourselves:
To believe for those who do not believe,

To love for those who do not love,

To dream for those who do not dream,

Until the day when hope becomes reality. Amen.

Please sit or kneel.
The Prayers of Our Community

The intercessor gives voice to the prayer requests submitted online by members of our community worshiping in
person or on Zoom. To submit your own prayer request, please use the QR code on the back cover of this bulletin.

As we gather on the unceded ancestral lands of the Nacotchtank people, the traditional territory of
the Piscataway Conoy Tribe, let us pray with thankful and respectful hearts for the first people of
this land.

Silence

For God's people throughout the world; for our bishop, Mariann; for this gathering; and for all
ministers and people. May we remember in our churches especially the Hispanic leaders,
teachers, and theologians who have been part of our Christian faith tradition.

Silence

For the poor, the hungry, and the oppressed, including our neighbors experiencing homelessness.
For those in any need or trouble.

Silence

In thanksgiving for the lives of all Hispanic Americans and the many contributions they have made—
and continue to make—to our country. Make us stronger as one nation because of our diverse gifts
and experiences. Enrich our minds, bodies, and spirits, we pray, as we celebrate together on this

beautiful day.

Silence
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For all the departed, especially those known to us who have recently died.

Silence
And continuing with prayers submitted by members of our community...
Silence

Presider

O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living creature: Make us
always thankful for your loving providence; and remembering the account that we must give one
day, grant that we may be faithful stewards of your good gifts; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who
with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Those online place their pets on camera, and those in the Nave bring their pets forward, assembling around the
Altar.

The Blessing of the Animals

God's animals inhabit the skies, the land, and the sea; we share the earth with them, and like them
rely on God'’s blessing to sustain and preserve us. We gather today in communion with Francis of
Assisi who preached to animals and moved throughout the known world sharing God's
unconditional love for all beings.

Let us first pause to remember those animals who are no longer with us.
Silence

And now remembering Francis’ love for all God's creatures, let us bring forward the animals
entrusted to your care that we may bless them.

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, creator of all things and giver of all life, let your blessing be upon
these and all animals. May our love and care for them reflect your compassion and safekeeping of all
creation. Grant to these animals health, peace, and safety. Strengthen us to love and care for them,
following the good example of Francis of Assisi, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Peace

The God of heaven has made a home on earth.
Christ dwells among us and is one with us.
The peace of Christ be always with you.

And also with you.

The People stand to share signs of peace with one another and then are seated.
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The Offertory

Having gathered, listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, and shared in the peace, we are prepared for
the drama and miracle of the Holy Eucharist. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what God
has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and in the money we give.

Don’t have cash for the collection plate? Text MAGGIE and your donation amount to 73256 to give to St.
Margaret’s using your text messaging (e.g., MAGGIE $50). As a first-time giver, it will take you approximately
two minutes to set up your payment method. Once your first text gift is processed, the payment method is saved
for future gifts and allows for a faster and more convenient giving experience. Standard text message rates do

apply.

Anthem at the Offertory Prayer of St. Francis David N. Childs (b. 1969)

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is
injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be

consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that
we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, in dying that we are born to eternal life.

text: St. Francis of Assisi (c. 1181-1226)

Pam Lassell, violin

We Make Eucharist Together

The Great Thanksgiving

The word Eucharist comes from the Greek for “thanksgiving.” In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus
himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all that God has done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ. The Great Thanksgiving—or Eucharistic Prayer—is a long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts
corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last Supper, where he took, blessed, broke, and gave bread and
wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We begin the Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum Corda, meaning
“Lift up your hearts” in Latin.

God be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Holy One.
Let us give thanks to the Most High, our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right in all times and in all places to thank and praise you, Creator of all. We praise you here
where the Potomac and Anacostia Rivers flow through the heart of our nation’s capital; where
monuments and memorials stand among cherry blossoms; and where busy city streets meet the
tranquility of parks and winding creeks. We praise you at a time when the body of Earth is broken
again and again.

We give thanks for our place in the story of salvation. Our ancestors journeyed with you in creation
and migration. They depended on the land, were displaced from the land, and displaced others from
their lands. They knew you in tents and cities, on mountains and by wells, in families and in dreams,
and through wilderness prophets who spoke among the oaks and listened to the whispers of the
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wind.

Together with angels and ancestors, with cardinal and dogwood, fox and oak, we join our voices with
all creation in this ancient honor song:

Sanctus & Benedictus Pruner

The Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) is the hymn of praise that never ceases before God and is based on Isaiah 6:3.
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We recall God'’s acts of salvation history. The celebrant says the "Words of Institution” that Jesus said at the Last
Supper. At the Memorial Acclamation we remember Christ’s death, resurrection, and promise to return at the end
of time. During the prayer, the Holy Spirit is invoked to bless and sanctify the gifts of bread and wine.

We give thanks to you for Jesus, whose first bed was a feed trough. He was baptized in the Jordan,
tested in the wilderness, he traveled in fishing boats and told parables of famers and seeds, labor
and wages, yeast and bread.

On the night before he died, Jesus took bread, food of the poor, the work of field and hearth, he
gave thanks, broke it and gave it to his friends saying: Take and eat, this is my body, given for you,
do this to remember me.

Again after supper Jesus took the cup of wine, fruit of the land, gave thanks and gave it to his
friends saying: This is my blood, which is shed for you. When you do this, do it in memory of me.

Remembering Jesus' life, death and resurrection and awaiting his coming kingdom, we offer you this
bread and this cup.

Creator, send your Spirit on these gifts so that we know Jesus in them and are gathered together
with everyone who shares this sacred meal of justice and community.

Fill us with the courage and love of Jesus, that we may strive for justice and peace, respect the
dignity of every human being, and safeguard the integrity of creation.

Bring us with Margaret and Francis and all your saints to your commonwealth of sparrow and lily,
child and beggar which is both now and yet to come.

All honor and glory are yours, Creator, Christ, and Spirit, now and forever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, each in our own language,
Our Father/Mother/Creator Padre 170 tint
who art in heaven, que estas en el cielo,
hallowed be thy Name, santificado sea tu nombre;
thy kingdom come, venga a nosotros tu reino;
thy will be done, hagase tu voluntad,
on earth as it is in heaven. En la tierra como en el cielo.
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Give us this day our daily bread. Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia;

And forgive 180 tin trespasses, Y perdona nuestras ofensas,
as we forgive those como también nosotros perdonamos
who trespass against us. A los que nos ofenden.
And lead us 180 tinto temptation, No nos dejes caer en la tentacion,
but deliver us from evil. Y libranos del mal.
For thine is the kingdom, Porque tuyo es el reino,
and the power, and the glory, tuyo es el poder, y tuya es la gloria,
for ever and ever. Amen. Ahora y por siempre. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread in silence.

Creator God, you fed us from the beginning. Happy are all, called to the Supper of Creation.

The Invitation

These are the gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived, died,
and rose again for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Please be seated.

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Come forward as
directed by the ushers and kneel or stand as you are able. If you need Communion brought to your seat, notify an
usher.

The bread is freshly baked by a member of our community. Gluten-free wafers are available — make your need
known to the minister. Receive the bread in open, outstretched hands and respond with "Amen.” To receive the
wine, sip from the chalice; the minister will guide it to your lips. Please note that intinction (dipping the bread into
the wine) is not permitted. Respond with "Amen.”

To receive a blessing instead, cross your hands over your chest.

Online worshipers may request consecrated gluten-free wafers by mail—contact Jane Quenk, Altar Guild chair, at
jquenk@aol.com.

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Those who are watching online and will not receive may wish to pray this prayer.

My Jesus,

| believe that you are truly present

in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.

| love you above all things,

and long for you in my soul.

Since | cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood,
come spiritually into my heart.

Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace;

let me never be separated from you.
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May | live in you, and you in me,
in this life and the life to come. Amen.

Solo at the Communion Violin Sonata in G Minor, BWV 1001 J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
|. Adagio

Pam Lassell, violin

A period of reverent silence may follow the music during Communion. We invite you to pray in the quiet of your
heart.

The People stand in body or spirit.
Prayer after the Communion

Holy One,

you feed us with bread from heaven

and the gifts of mother earth.

In this communion, you have drawn us into your embrace
and you call us to friendship with one another.

You have given us the gift of reconciliation.

May we who have tasted that gift from you,

offer ourselves in peace and humility to one another.
And may you always walk among us as friend. Amen.

Please be seated.

Announcements

Clergy and lay leaders greet the congregation and invite people to connect with our parish community, learn
about the faith, or to volunteer in service. Please see the weekly bulletin insert for more information.

Please stand in body or spirit.

The Blessing

The priest blesses the people, and the people respond, Amen.

We Go Forthin the Name of Christ

As the celebration ends, we are charged to reach out beyond our own church to the world around us.

As the cross passes, turn to face the rear of the Nave.
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Hymn at the Procession

Stanzas 1, 4,5, & 7

All creatures of our God and King

Lasst uns erfreuen

fH# X ‘
7 2N N | ] I | | ] I
’::? 'P'r J I I I J | | 0\ | | .\ | |
1 All crea-tures of our God and King, lift up your voic-es, let wus
*2 Great rush - ing winds and breez-es  soft, you clouds that ride the heavens a -
*3  Swift flow -ing  wa - ter, pure and clear, make mu - sic for your Lord to
4 Dear mo - ther earth, you day by day un - fold your bless-ings on our
5 All you with mer-cy in your heart, for - giv - ing o - thers, take your
*6 And ev - en you, most gen - tle death, wait - ing to hush our fi - nal
7 Let all things their cre - a - tor bless, and wor -ship him in hum - ble-
04 7 — —— o |
{1t O \ ! = 7l — e 77 e — =
7 —] | — | 1 1
1 sing: Al-le - Iu - ia, al -le - lu - ia! Bright burn - ing
2 loft, O___ praise him, Al -le - lu - ial! Fair ris - ing
3 hear, Al-le - Iu - ia, al -le - lu - ia! Fire, 50 in -
4  way, o___ praise him, Al -le - Im - ial All flowers and
5  part, o__ sing  now: Al -le - Iu - ia! All you that
6 breath, o___ praise him, Al-le - Iu - ia! You lead Dback
7  ness, Oo__ praise him, Al -le - Iu - ia! Praise God the
e === — | i
Y
1 sun with gold -en beams, pale sil - ver moon that gen - tly gleams,
2 morn, with praise re - joice, stars night-ly shin-ing, find a voice,
8 tense and fierce-ly  bright, vou give to us bothwarmth and  light,
4 fruits that in you grow, let them his glo - 1y al - so show:
5 pain and sor-row bear, praise God, and cast on him your care:
6 home the child of God, for Christ our Lord that way has trod:
7  Fa - ther, praise the  Son, and praise the Spi - rit, Three in One:
A Refrain |
gEe | e L :
(65 E— o & | | — = 1 | ! = “
o ~—— 1< o — <4 (] I I
O praise him, O praise him, Al -le - Iu - ia,
64 j i \
al - le - lu - ia, al - le - Iu - ial

The refrain may be sung antiphonally, by phrase; all join in the final Alleluia.

Words: Francis of Assisi (1182-1226); tr. William H. Draper (1855-1933), alt. Copyright ©1985 by G. Schrimer, used by arrangement of G. Schirmer, Inc.
Music: Lasst uns erfreuen, melody from Auserlesene Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1623; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
Copyright © by permission of Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
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The Dismissal
Salgamos en el nombre de Cristo; let us go forth in the name of Christ.

Demos gracias a Dios; thanks be to God.

Closing Voluntary Trumpet Tune Gene Jansen (b. 1940)
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S_t MS ANNOUNCEMENTS

4 Sermons Are Now Available in Spotify! Did you miss a Sunday or want to revisit a
sermon that spoke to you? In addition to our YouTube Channel archive, St. Margaret's
sermon recordings are now available as podcast episodes on Spotify! Whether you are
commuting, taking a walk, or relaxing at home, you can easily listen on the go. Scan the
QR code to subscribe and start listening today.

4 Weekly Sunday Eucharist Service | Sundays | 10:30 a.m. Join us in person or online! Find the link at
stmargaretsdc.org/worship.

4 Weekly Virtual Sunday Compline Service | Sundays | 8:00 p.m. Join us via Zoom! Find the link at
stmargaretsdc.org/worship.

4 Weekly Virtual Centering Prayer | Wednesdays | 7:30 a.m.-8:00 a.m. Join fellow parishioners over
Zoom to practice early morning centering prayer—a form of silent Christian contemplative prayer.
stmargaretsdc.org/calendar for Zoom information. For questions, please connect with: Anne
Hopewell, Linda Heaney, Ann Yonemura, Ron Lorentzen (rklorentzen@gmail.com ), and Skye
Landgraf (skye.tao@gmail.com).

CONNECT

4 Being With Church: An Inquirers Class | Sundays October 18 - November 29 | 8'453 m. - 10:00

Just looking to grow in your spiritual life W|th others? Join us this fall for our Inqulrers
Class, a welcoming seven-week journey into the life, practice, and mission of the
Episcopal Church. Each week explores foundational themes of Christian life, including
Jesus, Baptism, Church, Communion, Prayer, Ministry, and Mission. The class is open to e
all: newcomers, spiritual seekers, long-time members seeking renewal. Participation also prepares
those who wish to be confirmed or received into the Episcopal Church. Bishop Mariann Budde will
visit St. Margaret's on Sunday, December 6 for a service that will include the confirmation and
reception of new members. To register scan the included QR code or view the church event calendar
at https://stmargaretsdc.org/calendar/ .

4 Fall Potlucks | October25 - November 21. If you are interested in hosting a potluck during the fall,
please contact Jim Wolford at jim.wolford@comcast.net.

4 Coffee Hour. Join us for coffee and pastries in the Parish Hall immediately following the service. On
Zoom? Linger for a virtual coffee hour to meet and greet with other parishioners.

LEARN

4 Godly Play. Sunday school is back! Sharon Dove and Bert Russ are leading Godly Play classes for
children, starting on Sunday, September 27. Classes are from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m., after which the
children re-join their families during the church service. Classes will be every other Sunday (9/27,
10/11, 10/25, etc.) throughout the school year. If you are interested in having your child attend, or have
questions, please feel free to email bertruss@stanfordalumni.org for more information.

4 Creation, Discernment, and the Plastics We Carry: A Forum on the Environmental and Health

Impacts of Plastics | Sunday, October 4 | Following the 10:30 a.m. service. Join us for a forum

exploring our daily relationship with plastic. We're honored to welcome Dr. Diane Bild, a Washington-
based physician who spent her career at the National Institutes of Health and is a member of both P-
SNAP (the Physician and Scientist Network Addressing Plastics and Health) and Beyond Plastics. Dr.
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Bild will present on the environmental and human health impacts of plastics. Parishioner and chair of
St. Margaret's Creation Care Committee, Patty Nicoson, will describe some simple, practical steps she
has taken and that we can take to make a real difference in reducing our reliance on single-use
plastic. This forum grows out of ongoing conversation among members interested in creation care
and climate concerns.

4 Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month | September 15-October 15, 2026. Each
year, from September 15 through October 15, our nation observes Hispanic Heritage
Month, honoring the histories, cultures, faith, resilience, and extraordinary
contributions of Hispanic and Latino people in the United States. For us as e ':!
Episcopalians committed to racial justice and reconciliation, this month invites us to -:'i1':..'|.|

do more than celebrate cultural heritage. To learn more about the ways you can
engage during this important month, go to: https://stmargaretsdc.org/2027-hhm/ or scan the
included QR code.

4 On-the-Way Book & Bible Study | Every Other Monday | 6:30 p.m. on Zoom Everyone is welcome
but advance registration is required. Find the class on the website calendar to register at
stmargaretsdc.org/calendar. We will continue reading How to Know a Person at our next meeting.

4 Rummage Sale Volunteers Needed. Please take your time to sign up for sorting and organizing the
week before the sale. Fill out a form located at the back of the church and give it to an usher or sign
up online. Our big push begins the week beginning October 10, 2026. Many hands make light work.
We are hoping for a huge turnout on Monday, October 12, the Indigenous Peoples’ holiday.

4 Feeding our Rummage Sale Volunteers. The rummage sale hospitality team keeps E - E

our volunteers nourished in the week leading up to the sale as well as on sale day. - - 'LI-
We provide lunch and dinner as well as snacks during the sorting and a chili buffet T 1-ﬂ;.n'
for the sale day. You can contact Jane Quenk (jguenk@aol.com or 202.258.4859) to = ::.l"'q-h
contribute food. For monetary donations scan the included QR code or go to E #_.I"*u
https://onrealm.org/StMargaretsDC/give/now and select the Rummage Sale -
Donation fund.

4 Call for Bulletin Proofreaders. We would like to increase proofreading rota for the weekly bulletins. If
you are interested, please email Tim Duhr (tduhr@stmargaretdc.org).

4 Mustard Seed Charlie's Place Street Outreach | Wednesdays | 4:30 p.m. Join our deacon, the Rev.
Francisco Serrano, for weekly street outreach to our neighbor’s experiencing homelessness in Dupont
Circle. Volunteers will meet at St. Margaret’s and then bring beverages, snacks, and other gestures of
love to Dupont Circle to deepen relationships with our community. Questions? Email Francisco at
serranofrancisco388@gmail.com. To help fund this ministry, please give to the Rector’s Discretionary
Fund by check or online at stmargaretsdc.org/give. Be sure to select “Rector’s Discretionary Fund” in
the dropdown menu.

GIVE

4 Rummage Sale | Saturday, October 17 | 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. We are currently accepting donations
of the following gently used items: women's, men’s, and children’s clothing/shoes; toys and games;
jewelry and decorative items; non-electronic housewares; and linens. Donation drop-off at Bancroft
entrance, Monday through Friday 9a.m. 5p.m. If you have questions, please contact Sally or Giselle at
rummagesale@stmargaretsdc.org.
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Putting our resources toward what is important to us

In a survey of parishioners at St. Margaret's earlier this year, 81% of respondents
said the relationships and community here have contributed to their growth in
faith, and 67% said the worship and preaching has grown their faith (respondents
could choose more than one thing). Making these things happen in deep and
meaningful ways takes effort and resources — especially human resources. The
majority of St. Margaret’s annual budget goes toward employing professional
and skilled staff to lead and invest time in sustaining and developing our
community. They plan and provide weekly worship services with relevant

2027 sermons and rich music. And they offer opportunities for fellowship and learning
STEWARDSHIP so we can connect and deepen our relationships.
CAMPAIGN If you believe these parts of our life as a parish are valuable to your faith, then

you are invited to support them through a financial commitment for 2027. When
you pledge a total amount of your giving for next year, which you can spread out
across the year (monthly, weekly, etc.), give in a lump sum, or give in any other
increment, our parish'’s leaders will be able to continue those and other parts of
our life together. Thank you for supporting our community of faith with your
financial gifts and time! Make your pledge now at www.stmargaretsdc.org/
stewardship2027 (or use the QR code).

Which parts of
St. Margaret's
contribute to the
growth of your
faith?

Relationships
and community

Worship and
preaching




(Page Intentionally Blank)
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St. Margaret’s Leadership
Clergy

The Rt. Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde | Bishop of Washington

The Rev. Richard M. Weinberg | Rector

The Rev. Francisco Serrano and The Rev. Jen Page | Deacons

The Rev. Rachelle Sam, The Rev. Caron Gwynn, The Rev. Rachelle Sam,
and The Rev. Melanie Mullen | Adjunct Priests

Vestry

Giselle Pole | Senior Warden

Ana-Mita Betancourt | Junior Warden

Carol Aschenbrener, Gene Batiste, Jessica Church, Carolyn Eaves-Goff, Nellie Fagan, Jackie Maki,
Meredith Manning, Stephen Padre, Sally Russ, & Carline Watson | Vestry Members

Amy Ruberl | Secretary

Sarah Padre | Treasurer

Parish Staff

Jacob lvey | Parish Administrator

Dr. Timothy Duhr | Director of Liturgy & Music

Damon Clements | Sexton

John Bello | Maintenance Volunteer

Nivelyn Winston | Accountant

Allison Kramer | Seminarian

Daniel Rivera | Audio Visual Technician

Isabel Marcus, Michael Walker, Linyan Luo, & Yuan Lai | Staff Singers

Charlie’s Place Staff

Reggie Cox | Executive Director, Charlie’s Place
Ellen Silva | Director of Advancement, Charlie's Place
James Herring | Floor Coordinator, Charlie’s Place

St. Margarets

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1820 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20009
http://www.stmargaretsdc.org
202-232-2995
office@stmargaretsdc.org
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	Presider
	Because we view our lives in Christ through the forgiveness we receive from God, I invite us to begin with this Penitential Order.
	Deacon
	Let us confess our sins against God, our neighbors, and all Creation.
	Silence may be kept.
	Presider
	We have forgotten who we are.
	We have alienated ourselves from the unfolding of the cosmos.
	We have become estranged from the movements of the earth.
	We have turned our backs on the cycles of life.
	We have forgotten who we are.
	We have sought only our own security.
	We have exploited simply for our own ends.
	We have distorted our knowledge.
	We have abused our power.
	We have forgotten who we are.
	Now the land is barren.
	And the waters are poisoned.
	And the air is polluted.
	We have forgotten who we are.
	Now the forests are dying.
	And the creatures are disappearing.
	And humans are despairing.
	We have forgotten who we are.
	We ask forgiveness.
	We ask for the gift of remembering.
	We ask for the strength to change.
	Help us to remember who we are.
	Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Savior Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
	Gloria in Excelsis                                                 Misa Margarita                                                                                   Papdakos
	Literally meaning, “Glory in the highest,” this is a short hymn of praise to the Trinity. Its opening verse is based on the song of the angels to the shepherds at the time of Jesus' birth, as reported in Luke 2:14. It is known as the “Angelic Hymn.” I...
	The First Lesson                                                          Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20

