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St. Margaret's is a warm place to renew faith in God,
care for one another, and thrive in a diverse,
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Introduction

The Christian faith calls us to witness, even in death, the new life that God
gives in Christ.

This document will give you some important information about funerals at
St. Margaret’'s Episcopal Church, and the attached forms will gather the
information needed from you as you prepare to plan your or your loved
one's service.

Christian burial is marked by three characteristics. First and foremost, it is
an act of worship wherein we glorify God for the gift of eternal life in Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Second, it is a time when family and friends gather to
comfort one another. Third, it is a liturgy of celebration whereby we give
thanks for a deceased loved one and commend that person to the care of
Almighty God.

A funeral is a sacred occasion, and it will be most meaningful to you, your
family, and friends when it is carefully planned. Our parish clergy, staff, and
lay leaders will work with you to ensure that your service is a meaningful
occasion.



Concerning the Funeral Service

The Episcopal Church funeral rites are among the most beautiful services of the Church.
The clergy are responsible for ensuring the dignity of the service and have final authority
over all aspects of the conduct of the service. They will do their best, working with you in
planning the service, to accommodate your wishes within our tradition. Because funerals
are important religious services, anything that adds to the reverence of the occasion is

proper, and anything that detracts from the spiritual nature of the service is discouraged.

The Rite

Except in services for someone who does not profess a Christian faith (for which
another option is available), the service will be one of the following:
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¢ Burial of the Dead from The Book of Common Prayer: The prayer book provides
two versions of the burial service.
o The Rite | form of the service is from the 1928 prayer book and includes
Elizabethan English (“thou” and “thine,” etc.).
o The Rite Il version has a very similar structure but includes
contemporary English.
% Burial of the Dead from Egrching QurWorship 3: a contemporary liturgy
approved in 2006 that follows the same structure as the BCP service but
provides many additional options that expand the gracious ministry of the
Church for a variety of circumstances.

The decision to use Rite | or Il from the BCP or the contemporary rite from EOW3 is
always made in conjunction with the officiating priest and the wishes of the person
who has died.

After reviewing this guidelines document, your next step will be to make decisions
about the service itself, in consultation with the officiating priest. To aid your planning,
please access the following forms:

Book of Common Prayer Funeral Planning Form
Enriching Our Worship 3 Funeral Planning Form
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The Difference between a Funeral and a Memorial Service

The difference between a funeral and a memorial service technically has to do with
whether the remains of the person who has died are present. Whenever possible, the
preference is to have the remains present—whether in a coffin or an urn with ashes—
making it a formal funeral service including the Prayer of Commendation. But for
different reasons, we often conduct memorial services in which the remains are not
present. The differences in the service itself are not significant.


https://stmargaretsdc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/BCP-FUNERAL-PLANNING-FORM-as-10-18-2023-.pdf
https://stmargaretsdc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/BCP-FUNERAL-PLANNING-FORM-as-10-18-2023-.pdf
https://stmargaretsdc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/EOW3-Funeral-Planning-Form-as-of-10-18-2023-2.pdf
https://www.episcopalcommonprayer.org/uploads/1/2/9/8/129843103/enriching_our_worship_3.pdf
https://stmargaretsdc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/EOW3-Funeral-Planning-Form-as-of-10-18-2023-2.pdf

The Committal

The Committal refers to the rite in which a person’s remains are placed in their final
resting place. In a funeral service with the remains present at the church, it is
customary for a committal service to follow immediately at a cemetery or
columbarium. When the final resting place or burial site is too far away from the
church, the Committal may take place at a later date.

St.Margaret’s Columbarium

St. Margaret’s Columbarium is a sacred place in the side chapel of our church set
apart for the memorialization of those who have died, and for the care, placement, and
inurnment of their cremated remains. Inurnment in St. Margaret’'s Columbarium is
available to members of St. Margaret’s and their families; to former members who
have relocated out of the Diocese of Washington; and to others with familial
connections to the parish. Consideration of eligibility in other cases will be made at
the Rector’s discretion in consultation with the Senior Warden. A single space for
inurned cremains is called a “niche.” A separate agreement and application are
required and available upon request.

Holy Eucharist

Holy Eucharist (or Communion) is strongly recommended and normative for funerals
celebrating the life of any active member of the Church, though its inclusion in the
service is optional. Make the decision whether to include the celebration of Holy
Eucharist in conversation with the priest. The Greek word Eucharist means
"thanksgiving.” When we gather at the Lord'’s Table, sharing the bread and the wine
and intentionally giving thanks to God for the person who has died and Christ's
actions on our behalf, the Eucharist enhances the worship experience. At St.
Margaret’s, all who seek a deeper relationship with God are welcome to receive
communion regardless of their affiliation with the Church.

Music

St. Margaret's incorporates a diversity of musical styles. Our priest and director of
music will do their best to make sure that the music selected supports the scripture
readings that have been chosen. We can provide a list of suggested hymns. Share your
ideas and requests with us as you fill out the service planning form in conversation
with the priest and director of music.

St. Margaret's director of music/organist has right of first refusal for all services. If the
parish organist is unavailable, a substitute may be arranged with the organist'’s
permission. All arrangements for professionally contracted singers or instrumentalists
must be made through St. Margaret’s director of music. The organist’s fee and other
music costs (for choir, solo singers, or instrumentalists) must be paid by cash,



check, or money order directly to the musicians. Fees are due no later than seven
days prior to the service. All music must have the priest’s approval.

Live-Streaming, Videography, and Photography

St. Margaret’s has a high-quality video and sound system in our sanctuary, enabling us
to record and/or live-stream any service through the Zoom platform, Facebook, or
YouTube.

The services of a professional photographer may be engaged by you directly at your
expense. We know that your photos will help you remember the departed person’s
funeral, so we try to be flexible with your photographer. We ask that any
photographing not interfere with the solemnity of the service. Photographers should
limit their movements so as not to be distracting to the guests (or you) and should
plan to use natural light (no flashes).

As for your guests, we do not prohibit the taking of photographs from smart phones
and defer to your preference as to whether such notice should be made to guests. We
of course require all guests to silence their devices.

Flowers

The family is responsible for making arrangements for flowers or other decorations,
arranging for the delivery of flowers to the church, and removing any decorations
other than simple banked or upright arrangements. Please share these guidelines with
your florist, which details recommended locations and sizes of floral arrangements.

Bulletins (Printed Programs)

The church staff will prepare your funeral bulletin and print it with the approval of the
priest, after the service details have been decided. The standard template of our
church funeral bulletins may include a photo of the deceased on the cover or
somewhere inside. If you prefer, you may produce your own bulletin and oversee
printing at your own expense, but the priest must approve the content and a final
proof of the program before it is printed.

Reception

St. Margaret’s Parish Hall may be rented for a reception following the service (for a
maximum of two hours). You are responsible for arranging for any catering service,
and the rental assumes an additional rental fee and a fee for the sexton’s (custodian)
services, which covers preparing the hall prior to the service, availability during the
service, and cleaning up after the reception.


https://stmargaretsdc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Floral-Arrangement-locations-dimensions-2.pdf

Scheduling

Funerals at St. Margaret’'s may take place on Saturdays between 11:00 a.m. and 6:00
p.m., within the limits of the parish and clergy’s calendars. Sundays and Mondays are
not available for funerals, but other weekdays, Tuesday through Friday, are possible.

Fees

A $500 deposit is required at the time of scheduling to confirm the service on the
church calendar. All other fees are due no later than seven days prior to the service.

% Clergy

Clergy officiate funerals as part of their ministry and do not charge a fee. A
donation of any amount to the priest’s discretionary fund, used solely for
providing alms to those in need, is encouraged.

% Music
O

The organist’s fee of $500 is for a standard service, and the minimum
required for any service to include music. The organist will also play for up
to one-half hour prior to the funeral.

The cantor’s fee is $130. The role of the cantor is to help lead
congregational singing, chant the Psalm, and offer a solo, depending on
what music has been planned.

The fee for the choir is $520 and covers four professional singers ($125
per voice part). Like role of the cantor, the choir helps lead congregational
singing, chants the Psalm, and offers anthems, depending on what music
has been planned.

Fees for instrumentalists (such as a violinist, cellist, or oboist) may be
sought upon request. Fees range from $250 to $350.

Please note, if the service is to be live-streamed, contracting either a cantor or the
choir is strongly recommended, as otherwise the singing would not be heard in the
video feed (or in a recording of the service).

¢ Church

O

For Members of St. Margaret’s: There is no charge for the use of the
sanctuary for baptized members in good standing. Good standing is defined
by attending worship at least three times within the past year and
contributing through an annual pledge or volunteer service (no minimum is
required). For families with the economic means, however, a donation of up
to 10% of the total funeral expenses is encouraged.



o For Non-Members: At St. Margaret's we want funerals to be accessible for
people at all socio-economic levels. We recommend a donation of at least
$500 to St. Margaret's (not including the other fees) for your funeral. For
individuals/families for whom such a donation would be a financial burden,
please discuss this with the priest, and we would be happy to waive this
minimum contribution. For families with the economic means, however, a
donation of up to 10% of the total funeral expenses is encouraged.

¢ Live-Streaming/Videography:

o For Members of St. Margaret’s: There is no charge for video-recording or
live-streaming the service.

o For Non-Members: We ask for a $400 contribution to our designated
Technology Fund to help with the maintenance and continual improvement
of our equipment should you opt to request use of the live-stream camera
system.

< Sexton
A standard charge of $250, payable directly to our sexton, Damon Clements, will
cover the staff time spent cleaning the church before and after the service. If the
Parish Hall is being used for a reception, there is an additional fee of $200 for the
sexton’s services for up to three hours of his time. If the sexton’s time extends
beyond the three-hour maximum in connection with either the service or the
reception, an additional $50 hourly charge is applicable.

< Use of Parish Hall
This space may be rented for a reception following the ceremony (for a maximum
of two hours).

o For Members of St. Margaret’'s: There is no charge for use of the Parish
Hall.
o For Non-Members: The fee is $500.



Initial InNformation Needed for Scheduling a Funeral Service

Date of Application

Desired Funeral Date and
Time

(leave blank if filing plans
prior to your own death)

Primary Contact of Person Authorized to Make Decisions Regarding the Service

(If filing your own funeral plans with the church prior to your death, please list the person who would be
authorized to make decisions upon your death.)

Full name

Address

Telephone/email

Personal Information of Person Whose Funeral Is Being Planned

(If filing your own funeral plans with the church prior to your death, please provide your current information,
leaving the date of death blank.)

Full name

Address

Telephone/email

Date, City, and State (or
Country) of Birth

Date, City, and State (or
Country) of Death

Parent A Name

Parent B Name

Parents’ (Last) Residence

Marital Status of Person Whose Funeral Is Being Planned

Never married Married Partnered ____ Widowed Divorced



Church Status of Person Whose Funeral Is Being Planned

Not a Baptized Christian

Baptized in the

Communicant of the

Type of Service

Funeral Service with Remains Present:

Coffin Urn with Ashes

Committal (Burial or Inurnment) Immediately Following:

At St. Margaret’s Columbarium

At Cemetery:

Memorial Service without Remains Present

Plans for the final disposition of the body:

Burial at

Inurnment at

Scattering of ashes at:

With Eucharist

Without Eucharist

Organist Requested

Cantor Requested

Choir Requested

Without Music

Live-Streaming Requested

Other Details

cemetery

cemetery

Funeral Home

Approximate Number of Attendees

Reception Requested in St. Margaret's Parish Hall: Yes

No
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