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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

Februaryl,2026 +10:30 a.m.



Welcome to St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church
St. Margaret’'s is a warm place to renew faith in God, care for one another,
and thrive in a diverse, LGBTQIA-affirming and inclusive community.
Visitors, please fill out a CONNECT card hanging on the backs of the pews.

In Person or Online, There’s a Place for You Here

St. Margaret's worship services are livestreamed for our online congregation. By participating in this
service, you acknowledge that you may be visible on live or archived video. If you are uncomfortable
about the possibility of appearing on video, please see an usher to be reseated in a more private area

About Epiphanytide

The season after the Epiphany runs four to nine weeks each year, through the Tuesday before Ash
Wednesday. The length of the season varies according to the date of Easter. The coming of the Magi is
celebrated on the Epiphany. The Last Sunday after the Epiphany is always devoted to the
Transfiguration. Jesus' identity as God incarnate is dramatically revealed in the Transfiguration gospel.
We are called to respond to Christ in faith through the showings of his divinity recorded in the gospels

of the Epiphany season.

Land Acknowledgement

We gather at St. Margaret’s on land that once belonged to the Nacotchtank people, who
were forcibly removed from their land by white settlers and devastated by diseases they
introduced. We recognize that this loss is not distant history, and the ongoing legacy of
colonization continues to adversely shape our communities. We grieve their loss and
repent of this history. We vow to carry forward the Nacotchtanks' legacy of respect for
the land, the waters and all of God'’s creation. May our stewardship reflect gratitude,
justice, and care; and may we live in right relationship with the earth and one another.



Leading Worship Today
Februaryl,2026

CELEBRANT The ordained minister leading the service

PREACHER The minister (lay or ordained) who leads a reflection on how the appointed
Scripture speaks to us today

DEACON The ordained minister or deacon postulant who proclaims the Gospel and sets
the Eucharistic Table

LECTORS The lay ministers who read the Bible lesson
appointed for the day

MUSIC MINISTER The person leading the music

VIRTUAL VERGER The lay leader who serves as a kind of holy stage manager, ensuring the
virtual worship service goes smoothly

ALTAR GUILD Those who care for the altar, vestments, vessels and altar linens of the
parish; prepare the sanctuary for services; and clean up afterward

VERGER The lay leader who serves as a kind of holy stage manager, ensuring the worship
service goes smoothly

CRUCIFER The lay leader who carries the processional cross
INTERCESSOR The lay minister who leads the Prayers of Our Community

TECH TEAM The lay leader who assists our Audio-Visual Technician in filming our service
and creating a welcoming virtual space

VESTRY REPRESENTATIVES The lay leaders who serve on the Vestry and make
announcements during the service

BREAD BAKER The lay person who prepares the bread, which we take, bless, break, and
share in the Eucharist

CHALICISTS The ministers (lay or ordained) who serve
The Communion wine

USHERS The lay people who distribute bulletins, collect the offering, and direct The
Communion procession

WELCOME TABLE STAFFER The lay person who sits at the Welcome Table to greet visitors

10:30 a.m.

The Rev. Richard Weinberg
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Opening Voluntary

Welcome

Hymn at the Procession

Before thy throne, O God, we kneel

Epicedium

Richard Lloyd (1933-1921)

St. Petersburg
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The Opening Acclamation
The People's responses are in bold.

Arise, shine, for the Light has come,
and the glory of God has dawned upon us.

The Collect for Purity

The Collect (pronounced cah-lect) for Purity is a distinctively Anglican prayer for the start of worship and has

been included in every Book of Common Prayer since its first publication in 1549. It is translated from an 11t
century Latin prayer.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Savior. Amen.



Song of Praise The Third Song of Isaiah Surge, illuminare
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Arise shine for your light has come, *
and the glory of God has dawned upon you.
For behold, darkness covers the land; *
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples. Rx

But over you God shall rise, *
whose glory will appear upon you.
Nations will stream to your light, *
and rulers to the brightness of your dawning. Rx

Your gates will always be open; *
by day or night they will never be shut.
They will call, The City of God, *
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. Rx

Violence will no more be heard in your land, *
Ruin or destruction within your borders.
You will call your walls, Salvation, *

And all your Portals, Praise,

The Sun will no more be your light by day; *
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon. Rx



The Collect of the Day

The collect is the prayer appointed for each day that “collects” or captures the theme of the day or season of the
Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for the day.

God be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

Silence is kept.

ALMIGHTY AND EVERLASTING GOD, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth:
Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace;
through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

We Proclaim and Respond to the Word of God

The First Lesson Micah 6:1-8

This reading is from the Old Testament (or Hebrew Scriptures), which Jesus knew and from which he often
referred or quoted.

A reading from the Prophet Micah.

Hear what God says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.

Hear, you mountains, the controversy of God,
and you enduring foundations of the earth;

for God has a controversy with the people,
and will contend with Israel.

"O my people, what have | done to you?
In what have | wearied you? Answer me!

For | brought you up from the land of Egypt,
and redeemed you from the house of slavery;

and | sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.

O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,



and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the God.”

"With what shall | come before God,
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall | come before God with burnt-offerings,
with calves a year old?

Will God be pleased with thousands of rams
with tens of thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

God has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does God require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God'’s people.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 15 Domine, quis habitabit? Chant: James Nares (1715-1783)

The psalms are poems from the Old Testament (or Hebrew Scriptures). They cover every mood of humanity's
relationship with God and one another.

The Choir sings

O God, who may dwell in your tabernacle; *
who may abide upon your holy hill?

Those who lead blameless lives and do what is right, *
who speak truthfully from the heart.

There is no guile upon their tongues;
they do no evil to their friends; *
they do not heap contempt upon their neighbors;

In their sight the wicked are rejected, *
but they honor those who fear God.

They have sworn to do no wrong *
and do not take back their word.

They do not give their money in hope of gain, *
nor do they take a bribe against the innocent.

Whoever does these things *
shall never be overthrown.

The Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

This reading, taken from the New Testament, is typically from a letter (epistle) to the early Church, the Acts
of the Apostles, or the Revelation to John.

A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians.

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God. For it is written,

"l will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not
know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save
those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God's
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human strength.



Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards,
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose
what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are,
so that no one might boast in the presence of God. God is the source of your life in Christ
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and
redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in God.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God'’s people.

Thanks be to God.

Please stand in body or spirit.

Hymn at the Sequence

Lord, make us servants of your peace

Dickinson College

The sequence hymn moves us toward the summit of the Liturgy of the Word—the reading of the Holy Gospel.

Gospel means “good news”"—specifically the “"good news of Jesus.”
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Words: James Quinn (b. 1919), based on a prayer att. to St. Francis of Assisi {1182-1228). Copyright € James Quinn, SI, printed
by permission of Geoffrey Chapiman, a division on Cassell Ltd. Music: Dickinson College, Lee Hastings Bristol, Ir. (1923-1979).
Copyright © 1962, Theodore Presser Co. used by permission of the publisher.

The Gospel Lesson Matthew 5:1-12

This reading is taken from one of the four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), which depict the life,
teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Savior Jesus Christ. We stand as we are able for the Gospel
reading to show the particular importance placed on Jesus’s words and actions.

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Christ.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to
him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you
falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way
they persecuted the prophets who were before you."

This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Praise be to Christ, the Word.
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The Sermon The Rev. Dr. Katherine Grieb

At the invitation of the preacher, please be seated.

The Affirmation of Faith Maasai Creed (adapted for inclusive language)

The Maasai Creed is a creed composed in 1960 by the Maasai people of East Africa in collaboration with
missionaries from the Congregation of the Holy Ghost. Historian Jaroslav Pelikan, a modern scholar of creeds
and their histories, considers the Maasai Creed an example of bringing together universal faith and local
experience. We use it throughout February in celebration of Black History Month.

We believe in the one High God,

who out of love created the beautiful world

and everything good in it.

God created humanity

and wanted all to be happy in the world.

God loves the world

and every nation and tribe in the world.

We have known this High God in the darkness,

and we now know God in the light.

God promised in the book of God’s Word, the Bible,
that God would save the world and all nations and tribes.

We believe that God made good that promise by sending God’s son, Jesus Christ,
a man in the flesh,

a Jew by tribe,

born poor in a little village,

who left his home

and was always on safari doing good,

curing people by the power of God,

teaching about God and humans,

showing that the meaning of religion is love.
He was rejected by his people,

tortured and nailed hands and feet to a cross,
and died.

He was buried in the grave,

but the hyenas did not touch him,

and on the third day he rose from that grave.
He ascended to the skies.

He is the Lord.

We believe that all our sins are forgiven through him.
All who have faith in him must be sorry for their sins,
be baptized in the Holy Spirit of God,
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live the rules of love,

and share the bread together in love,
to announce the good news to others
until Jesus comes again.

We are waiting for him.

He is alive.

He lives.

This we believe.

Amen.

Please kneel or sit.
The Prayers of Our Community

The light of Christ breaks through and releases our tongues to proclaim the good news of God'’s
reign, and so we offer our prayers responding, "Hear us, God of glory.”

That the Church may respond with compassion and generosity to those who live with the anguish of
unemployment, disrespect, hunger, and fear, releasing them from their anxiety through the
supportive ministry and compassion of the household of faith; let us pray. Hear us, God of glory.

For the leaders of the nations, that concern for justice may guide the daily decisions they must take
on our behalf, and that a dedication for the common good may overcome the powerful seduction of
a few; let us pray. Hear us, God of glory.

In thanksgiving for the lives of all who are part of the African diaspora, that in our celebration of
Black History Month we may recognize the diversity of their experiences and work in common cause
toward Beloved Community; let us pray. Hear us, God of glory.

That we may acknowledge our individual suffering and that of all who need healing in mind, body,
spirit, or relationship, seeing the presence of Christ in the midst of despair, and helping others who
are experiencing their time of desolation; for this we pray. Hear us, God of glory.

That all who are dying and all who have recently died may depart this life in peace, trusting in
Christ’s promise of eternal life; for this we pray. Hear us, God of glory.

And continuing with prayers submitted by members of our community... Hear us, God of glory.
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The Confession of Sin
The Deacon says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence is kept.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Absolution

The Celebrant says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.

The People stand to share signs of peace with one another and then are seated.

The Offertory

Having gathered, listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, and shared in the peace, we are prepared for
the drama and miracle of the Holy Eucharist. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what God
has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and in the money we give.

Don't have cash for the collection plate? Text MAGGIE and your donation amount to 73256 to give to St.
Margaret's using your text messaging (e.g., MAGGIE $50). As a first-time giver, it will take you approximately two
minutes to set up your payment method. Once your first text gift is processed, the payment method is saved for
future gifts and allows for a faster and more convenient giving experience. Standard text message rates do apply.
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Anthem at the Offertory Almighty and everlasting God Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625)

Almighty and everlasting God
Mercifully look upon our infirmities
And in all our dangers and necessities
Stretch forth thy right hand to help and defend us
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

We Make Eucharist Together

The Great Thanksgiving

The word Eucharist comes from the Greek for “thanksgiving.” In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus
himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all that God has done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ. The Great Thanksgiving—or Eucharistic Prayer—is a long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts
corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last Supper, where he took, blessed, broke, and gave bread and
wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We begin the Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum Corda, meaning
“Lift up your hearts” in Latin.

Please stand in body or spirit.

God be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Holy One.
Let us give thanks to the Most High our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time,
you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being:
sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image
and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as
a parent cares for their children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the
fullness of your love.

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:
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Sanctus & Benedictus Powell

The Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) is the hymn of praise that never ceases before God and is based on Isaiah 6:3.
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We recall God's acts of salvation history. The celebrant says the “Words of Institution” that Jesus said at the Last
Supper. At the Memorial Acclamation we remember Christ's death, resurrection, and promise to return at the end
of time. During the prayer, the Holy Spirit is invoked to bless and sanctify the gifts of bread and wine.

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and
death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,
that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved
us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the
poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified
by you.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to
you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them,
and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for
you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance
of me.”
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Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified, and risen, who
was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living
sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for
the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with St. Margaret and all your saints, from
every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the
foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory,
and praise. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, each in our own language,

Our Father/Mother/Creator Padre nuestro
who art in heaven, que estas en el cielo,
hallowed be thy Name, santificado sea tu nombre;
thy kingdom come, venga a nosotros tu reino;
thy will be done, hagase tu voluntad,
on earth as it is in heaven. en la tierra como en el cielo.
Give us this day our daily bread. Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia;
And forgive us our trespasses, Y perdona nuestras ofensas,
as we forgive those como también nosotros perdonamos
who trespass against us. a los que nos ofenden.
And lead us not into temptation, No nos dejes caer en la tentacion,
but deliver us from evil. y libranos del mal.
For thine is the kingdom, Porque tuyo es el reino,
and the power, and the glory, tuyo es el poder, y tuya es la gloria,
for ever and ever. Amen. ahora y por siempre. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread in silence.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Invitation

These are the gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived, died,
and rose again for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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Please be seated.

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive Holy Communion.

Please come forward as directed by the ushers and kneel (or stand in front of the kneelers, as you are
able). Those who wish to have Communion brought to them at their seat should notify an usher.

The bread is freshly baked by a member of our community. Gluten-free wafers are also available; please
make your need known to the minister.

Please receive the bread in open and outstretched hands. Respond to receiving the bread by saying,
“"Amen.”

To receive the wine, sip from the chalice, which will be guided gently to your lips by the minister. Please
note that intinction (dipping the bread into the wine) is not permitted. Respond to receiving the wine by
saying, "Amen.”

We all make a full communion and receive Christ’s body and blood whether receiving either or both the
bread and wine.

If you prefer to receive a blessing instead of communion, please indicate your choice by crossing your
hands across your chest.

For members of our community who primarily worship online, we are happy to mail consecrated, gluten-
free wafers for you to commune yourself. To make your request, please email Jane Quenk
(jgquenk@aol.com), chair of the Altar Guild.

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion

Those who are watching online and will not receive may wish to pray this prayer.

My Jesus,

| believe that you are truly present

in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.

| love you above all things,

and long for you in my soul.

Since | cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood,
come spiritually into my heart.

Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace;
let me never be separated from you.

May | live in you, and you in me,

in this life and the life to come. Amen.
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Solo at the Communion Come, let us sound with melody Thomas Campion (1567-1620)

Come, let us sound with melody, the praises
Of the king's king, th' omnipotent creator,
Author of number, that hath all the world in
Harmony framed.

Heav'n is His throne perpetually shining,
His divine power and glory, thence he thunders,
One in all, and all still in one abiding,

Both Father and Son.

O sacred sprite, invisible, eternal
Ev'ry where, yet unlimited, that all things
Cans't in one moment penetrate, revive me,
O holy Spirit.

Rescue, O rescue me from earthly darkness,
Banish hence all these elemental objects,
Guide my soul that thirsts to the lively Fountain
Of thy divineness.

Cleanse my soule, O God, thy bespotted Image,
Altered with sin so that heav'nly pureness
Cannot acknowledge me, but in thy mercies,
O Father of grace.

But when once thy beams do remove my darkness,
O then I'll shine forth as an Angel of light,
And record, with more than an earthly voice, thy
Infinite honours.

Michael Walker, soloist

Please stand in body or spirit.
The Prayer after Communion

Generous God,
in Word and Eucharist we have proclaimed the mystery of your love:

help us so to live out our days

that we may be signs of your wonders in the world;
through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

Please be seated.
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Announcements

Clergy and lay leaders greet the congregation and invite people to connect with our parish community, learn
about the faith, or volunteer in service. Please see the back pages of the bulletin.

Please stand in body or spirit.
The Blessing

The priest blesses the people, and the people respond, Amen.

We Go Forthin the Name of Christ

As the celebration ends, we are charged to reach out beyond our own church to the world around us.

Hymn at the Procession Rejoice, ye pure in heart! Marion
Stanzas 1-5
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1 Re - joice, vye pure in  heart! Re - joice, give thanks, and sing! Your
2 With all  the an - gel choirs, with all the saints of  earth, pour
3 Your clear ho - san-nas raise, and al - le - lu - ias loud; while
4 Yes, on through life’s long path, stll chant-ing  as ye go, from
5 Stiill lift your stand-ard  high, stil march in firm ar - ray, as
bt 8 T raie sps sis zzt
Lv‘ | ! ! E r I’ ! r | ! i '--.J : e ! {0 ! 1
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1 glo-rious ban - ner wave on high, the «cross of Christ your King.
2 out the strains of joy and bliss, true rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
3  an-swering ech - oes up - ward float, like wreaths of  in - cense cloud.
4 vyouth to age, by night and day, in glad - ness and in woe.
5 war - riors through the dark - ness toil, till dawns the gold - en day.
N

1
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Refrain

e~
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Re - joice, re - joice, re - joice, give thanks, and sing.
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re - joice, re - joice,

*6 At last the march shall end; *7 Then on, ye pure in heart!

the wearied ones shall rest; Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!
the pilgrims find their Father’s house, Your glorious banner wave on high
Jerusalem the blest. the cross of Christ your King.
Refrain Refrain

Words: Edward Hayes Plumptre (1821-1891). Music: Marion, Arthur Henry Messiter (1834-1916).
The Dismissal

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Voluntary Trumpet Tune Anthony Holbourne (1545-1602)
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it MS ANNOUNCEMENTS

&
&

+

Weekly Sunday Eucharist Service at 10:30 a.m. Join us in person or online!

Weekly Virtual Sunday Compline Service at 8:00 p.m. Join us via Zoom! Find the link at
stmargaretsdc.org/worship.

On Sunday, February 8, at 10:30 a.m., St. Margaret’s will gather for a special Service of
Lamentation and Repentance in response to the racial harms that have shaped our parish's life—
from our founding with wealth derived from enslaved labor through eras of silence, exclusion, and
complicity. This service is offered as an act of worship, so that we may turn together toward healing,
repair, and new life in Christ.

This service grows out of the work of the Racial Justice Task Force, the publication of Unveiling Our
Truth: A Racial History of St. Margaret’s, the Sacred Ground program, and the Diocese of
Washington's call for congregations to reckon honestly with their histories. Together, we will name
and grieve the ways racism, enslavement, segregation, and complacency have shaped our common
life—both through actions taken and opportunities missed.

This will be a service of prayer, scripture, music, silence, and reflection. We will remember what has
been broken, acknowledge what cannot be undone, and turn together toward God's work of healing
and repair.

All are invited to come with open hearts—to lament, to listen, and to discern how God may be calling
St. Margaret's to deeper faithfulness as we seek to become a more just and beloved community.
Please mark your calendars and plan to join us. Cellist Wade Davis will play a prelude beginning at
10:20.

Ash Wednesday Service of Holy Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes at 6:30 p.m., on February 18.
We will combine with Dignity/Washington and the service will be live-streamed via our YouTube
channel.

CONNECT

+

Pancakes, Peace, and Plenty of Syrup! Shrove Tuesday Supper: February 17 | 6:00 - 7:30 PM
Kick off the Lenten season with food and fellowship! Join us for a Shrove Tuesday celebration as we
gather with friends and neighbors over pancakes. This is a wonderful opportunity to "break bread"
with our wider community—we encourage you to bring a friend, invite a neighbor, or welcome
someone new to join us at the table!

The legendary Tad Johnston will be back at the helm, leading the pancake flipping and supporting all
our cooking and heating needs. We will provide the pancakes; you are welcome to bring a side to
share—such as sausage, bacon, plant-based meats, fruit salad, juice, or an egg casserole—though
your presence is the only thing truly required!
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How to get involved:
= Sign-up: Find the link to sign up and let us know what you will bring at
stmargaretsdc.org/connect.
= Volunteer: We are looking for a few helping hands to assist the evening of the event.
= Contact: If you already know you'd like to contribute or help out, please
email Sally (sallyrussoh@gmail.com) or Giselle (gisellepole@gmail.com).
We can't wait to see you and your guests there!
Congregational Care Update. Last summer, Rector Richard Weinberg announced the beginning of a
new initiative in lay ministry to augment the pastoral care provided by the Rector. In October, Richard
met with Carolyn Eaves-Goff (cmeavesl@gmail.com) and Carol Aschenbrener (caaindc@gmail.com)
to establish a system for identifying and tracking parishioners who might benefit from personal
pastoral care. We three now meet monthly to identify what care or outreach might be needed and to
coordinate with volunteers who might provide that care. Most of those currently on the care list are
on the prayer list or otherwise self-identified with one of us. We are grateful to all who indicated
interest in volunteering to participate in short-term outreach. Our first outreach project sent holiday
cards to those who couldn’t join us in person to celebrate the Christmas season. Many thanks to all
who participated in writing and sending cards. Watch this space for more outreach projects. As
always, you are invited to contact Richard with requests for pastoral support
(richard@stmargaretsdc.org).

LEARN

4

+

2026 Annual Meeting. St. Margaret's will hold its Annual Meeting today following the service, at
which we will elect one Junior Warden and four Vestry members. Find the Vestry Candidate
Questionnaire at stmargaretsdc.org/event/vestry-candidate-forum/.

On-the-Way Book & Bible Study. Every other Monday at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom. Everyone is welcome
but advance registration is required. Find the class on the website calendar to register at
stmargaretsdc.org/calendar. We are currently reading Bishop Budde's book, "How We Learn to Be
Brave.” Our next meeting is on February 9.

In honor of African American History Month, and on behalf of the Racial Justice Task Force, we
celebrate the feast day of Absalom Jones, the first African-American priest ordained in the

Episcopal Church, and his feast day on February 13. Born into slavery in 1746, Jones taught himself to
read and was eventually freed by his master in 1784. After attending a Quaker night school, Jones
became a lay minister in the Methodist Church. Later breaking with Methodism,

he founded the African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas, the first Black Episcopal congregation in the
United States, in Philadelphia in 1794. He was ordained to the priesthood in 1802. In later years Jones
spoke out against slavery and provided aid to freed Blacks through the Free African Society, which he
founded with Richard Allen in 1787. Jones died in 1818 and was posthumously declared a saint by the
Episcopal Church.
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4+ Mustard Seed Charlie's Place Street Outreach. Join our deacon, the Rev. Francisco Serrano, for
weekly street outreach to our neighbors experiencing homelessness in Dupont Circle. Volunteers will
meet at St. Margaret's and then bring beverages, snacks, and other gestures of love to Dupont Circle
to deepen relationships with our community on Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. Questions? Email Francisco
at serranofrancisco388@gmail.com. To help fund this ministry, please give to the Rector’s
Discretionary Fund by check or online at stmargaretsdc.org/give. Be sure to select “Rector’s
Discretionary Fund” in the dropdown menu.

GIVE

+ Refugee Sponsorship. St Margaret's is sponsoring the nine-member Azami family, who have come to
the US from Afghanistan. Their transition here is all the more difficult since the reduction of federal
refugee support. If you would like to help the Azamis, please donate via Realm
(https://onrealm.org/StMargaretsDC/-/form/give/now) and select Afghan Refugee Support in the

dropdown menu. The family has made wonderful progress, with two of the adults having jobs (one
part-time) and the five children in school. However, life continues to be challenging. Through our
ongoing relationship, St Margaret's is able to provide the Azamis with essential assistance, while
letting them know how we welcome them as neighbors and new Americans.

+ Charlie's Place. Our Gift Registry is available online. Consider making a gift that would greatly impact
our clients. If you have questions or would like to volunteer, email Ellen Silva
(esilva@stmargaretsdc.org) or Reggie Cox (rcox@stmargaretsdc.org).

+ 1894 Society. St. Margaret's 1894 Society recognizes those who have graciously named our beloved
parish as the beneficiary of a planned gift. These donors’ lasting and thoughtful contributions will
help ensure St. Margaret’s can fulfill her mission as a warm place to renew faith in God, care for one
another, and help build a diverse, LGBTQIA-affirming and inclusive community. To learn more about
planned giving, making a long-term and special financial commitment to the church and joining the
1894 Society, please talk to our Rector (richard@stmargaretsdc.org). The 1894 Society brochure and
Intended Giving Card can be found at stmargaretsdc.org/give.

+ Donate. If you would like to make a donation to St. Margaret's, visit stmargaretsdc.org/give, text
MAGGIE and your donation amount to 73256, or mail a check to the Parish Office: 1830 Connecticut
Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20009.
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Prayer Requests

Scan the QR code below to submit your prayer requests so that the intercessor may read them aloud
during today’s service.
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Sources and Permissions

Cover artwork: Sermon on the Mount Window, Tiffany Studios, St. Margaret's Episcopal Church,
Washington, D.C. Photo by Gwen Griffiths. Used by permission. “About Epiphanytide” adapted
from An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church, Don S. Armentrout and Robert Boak Slocum,
editors, Church Publishing. Opening Acclamation, Collect, and Psalm taken from The St. Helena
Breviary (Personal Edition), Copyright 2006, The Order of St. Helena. Used by permission.
Prayers of our Community written and adapted by Matt Overturf. Scriptural texts adapted from
the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. The Confession and
Absolution, and Prayer after Communion adapted from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979,
Public Domain. Eucharistic Prayer taken from Enriching Our Worship 2, Copyright 1998, Church
Pension Fund. Used by permission. Used by permission. Permission to reproduce and live-stream
the music under One License #A-728585.
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St. Margaret’s Leadership

The Rt. Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde | Bishop of Washington
The Rev. Richard Mosson Weinberg | Rector

Giselle Pole | Senior Warden

Ana-Mita Betancourt | Junior Warden

Carol Aschenbrener, Gene Batiste, Jessica Church, Carolyn Eaves-Goff, Nellie Fagan, Jackie Maki,
Mary Mervenne, Meredith Manning, Sally Russ, & Carline Watson | Vestry Members

Mary Mervenne | Treasurer

Amy Ruberl | Secretary

Dr. Timothy Duhr | Director of Operations & Music
The Rev. Francisco Serrano | Deacon

Lydia Quinnell & Jennifer Page| Ministry Interns
Damon Clements | Sexton

Nilvelyn Winston | Accountant

Daniel Rivera | Audio Visual Technician

Lawrence Reppert, Isabel Marcus, Deacon Withers, & Michael Walker | Staff Singers
The Rev. Rachelle Sam | Adjunct Priest

The Rev. Caron Gwynn | Adjunct Priest

John Bello | Maintenance Volunteer

Reggie Cox | Executive Director, Charlie’s Place
John Williams | Floor Coordinator, Charlie’s Place
Ellen Silva | Director of Advancement, Charlie’s Place
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